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Introduction

Agenda

• Explain that the purpose of the hearing is to accept public comment on a major disposal or diversion of 
parkland that is under consideration;

• Describe the proposed disposal or diversion, including the lands affected, the total acreage of parkland to be 
affected and the project for which the disposal or diversion is sought;

• Set forth the compelling public need that the project would fulfill, the significant public benefit it would yield, 
or the exceptional recreational and/or conservation benefit it would provide; and

• Discuss past and ongoing efforts to identify alternatives to the proposed disposal or diversion considered by 
the local government unit or nonprofit and the reason(s) for rejecting any alternatives, and, to the extent 
known, the compensation that the local government unit or nonprofit would provide for the proposed 
disposal or diversion; and

• Accept comment on any alternative sites suggested by the public and on alternative methods of achieving its 
project objectives without the diversion or disposal of parkland.
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Introduction

Project’s History

• By 1967 – Manchester Township owned the Municipal Complex property (1 Colonial Drive; Block 48, Lot 1)

• 1997 – Hockey rink was constructed (encompassing a 0.46 ac portion of the property)

• 2010 – Ho k y    k      w   f          d o   h  Tow  h p’  R       o    d Op   Sp    I v   o y (ROSI), 
under the rules of the Garden State Preservation Trust (GSPT)

• Hockey rink has not been used for about 10 years and has fallen into a state of disrepair

• Since at least 2014 – Township has been considering the expansion of the municipal complex and diversion 
of the hockey rink
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Proposed Project

Need & Scope

• The existing municipal complex is not sufficient to house and accommodate the expanding functions of the 
Township offices, staff and services

• Due to space needs, the Police Department has used the area adjacent to the abandoned hockey rink as 
police impoundment

• Public access to the area is restricted due to security needs

• Expansion of the municipal complex

• This will likely include parking lot expansion

• It may include an addition to the building/ structures
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Proposed Project

Alternatives

Alternatives for the Police Impound Lot

1. Department of Public Works garage

2. Recycling Center

• Reasons for rejecting both: insufficient space and Pinelands regulations forbidding the taking of 
additional impervious land

Alternatives for the expansion of the Municipal Complex

1. Development of Block 38, Lot 20 (parcel across Colonial Dr from town hall)

• Reason for rejecting: ongoing litigation with the developer

2. Acquisition/development of Block 48, Lot 2, Ocean County library parcel adjacent to town hall

• Reason for rejecting: not favorable to the County

3. Development of Township-owned Block 48, Lot 6 adjacent property to the west

• Reason for rejecting: encumbered by wetlands that would prohibit or severely limit development
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Proposed Project

Concept
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• Preliminary concept 
shows the existing, 
unused hockey rink as 
a space providing 
Police Department 
impoundment and 
vehicle parking for 
municipal complex 
function



Proposed Property to be Diverted

Township Hockey Rink, p/o Block 48, Lot 1

• Details

• 0.46 acres of Block 48, Lot 1

• Located on the Municipal Complex property

• Tax assessor value the 0.46 acres at $56,800

• Purpose

• Hockey rink has not been used for many years

• There is no recreation need in town for the hockey rink

• Municipal Complex expansion planned

• Diverted area will likely be parking for the Municipal Complex
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Compensation Land

Block 37, Lot 3.01

• Details

• 2.00 acres

• In the R10 zone

• Assessed for $220,000

• Appropriateness

• Adjacent to existing recreation/open space use

• Manchester Hawks Youth Football and Cheer complex (formerly Pop Warner)
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Scoping Hearing Process

Direct Written Comments To…
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Kelsey Howard

kelsey.howard@colliersengineering.c
om
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